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The  Members  are  expected  to  visit  at  least 
once  in  two  weeks, — or  oftener,  if  convenient ; 
and  to  report  monthly,  in  writing,  to  their  re¬ 
spective  Committee. 

The  more  efficient  mode  of  visiting,  is  in  the 
cells:  Calls  at  the  doors  are  to  be  separately 
reported. 

The  approach  to  Prisoners  should  be  friendly, 
— manifesting  a  feeling  of  interest,  and  a  desire 
to  benefit  them  in  any  proper  manner. 
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If  visits  are  not  acceptable  to  Prisoners,  they 
should  not  be  pressed  upon  them. 

Questions  tending  to  criminate  a  Prisoner 
should  be  carefully  avoided ;  but  simply  inquir¬ 
ing  what  the  charge  is,  and  the  sentence,  is  not 
offensive. 

Expressing  an  opinion  either  of  the  guilt,  or 
of  the  innocence  of  a  Prisoner,  or  of  the  length 
of  sentence,  or  anything  implying  censure  upon 
the  administrators  of  the  law,  or  of  other  per¬ 
sons,  or  encouraging  such  remarks  by  Prisoners, 
are  inexpedient. 

Encourage  obedience  to  the  Rules  of  the 
Prison,  and  respectful  conduct  toward  the  Of¬ 
ficers. 

Commend  their  diligence,  or  skill,  in  their 
work  as  opportunity  may  offer,  and  encourage 
them  to  hopeful  feelings  as  to  the  future. 

Encourage  them  in  the  reverent  daily  reading 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  committing  por¬ 
tions  of  them  to  memory :  the  practice  of  these, 
with  efforts  to  improve  the  mind  by  other  useful 
reading,  will  be  a  remedy  for  morbid  aud  un¬ 
profitable  feelings. 
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Reflections  upon  the  religious  belief  of  others, 
or  teaching  sectarian  doctrines,  should  be  care¬ 
fully  avoided. 

Recommend  cleanliness  and  good  order  in  the 
cells, — the  bathing  of  the  person  daily  with  a 
towel  and  active  exercise,  when  practicable,  as 
being  beneficial  to  their  health. 

Should  any  reasonable  want  be  observed  in 
relation  to  bodily  or  mental  health,  employment, 
exercise,  instruction,  or  otherwise,  mention  it — 
privately — to  the  Warden,  or  other  proper  Of¬ 
ficer. 

If  a  Prisoner  is  unable  to  speak  the  English 
language,  endeavor  to  have  him  visited  by  a  per¬ 
son  with  whom  he  can  converse;  or  report  the 
case  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  for  his 
care. 

Should  a  Prisoner  solicit  aid  in  obtaining  a 
pardon,  he  should  be  distinctly  informed  that 
such  is  not  our  province. 

No  one  is  allowed  to  take  a  stranger  to  the  cell 
of  a  Prisoner  without  the  consent  of  an  Inspector 
or  the  Warden,  and  also  of  the  Prisoner  proposed 
to  be  visited. 


Neither  messages  nor  letters  are  allowed  to 
be  carried,  without  the  consent  of  one  of  these 
Officers. 

As  the  law  prohibits  the  giving  to,  or  receiv¬ 
ing  anything  from  a  Prisoner,  care  should  be 
taken  not  to  depart  from  this  Rule  without  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Warden. 

And,  finally,  as  our  design  in  visiting  is  to 
endeavor  to  benefit  the  Prisoner,  morally  and  re¬ 
ligiously,  we  should  strive  to  do  it  in  that  spirit 
which  seeks  their  good,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  precepts  of  the  Gospel 


GENERAL  CAUTIONS. 


Before  leaving  the  door  of  a  cell,  assure  your¬ 
self  that  both  doors  are  secure,  and  the  wicket  of 
the  iron  door  turned  down. 

Be  not  too  confiding,— an  appearance  of  peni¬ 
tence  is  often  assumed  to  awaken  sympathy. 

The  objects  of  the  Legislature  in  conferring 
upon  the  Acting  Committee  the  privilege  of  vis¬ 
iting,  were, 

X.  _ To  secure  a  continuous  supervision  of  our 

Prison  Discipline,— as  to  its  effects  upon  the 
health  and  character  of  its  subjects,— and  of  the 
particulars  in  which  its  administration  might  be 
improved. 

XI.  _ To  give  to  Prisoners  the  moral  advantages 

of  association  with  respectable  citizens,  desirous 
to  aid  in  their  reformation,  and  to  promote  habits 
of  reflection,  good  order,  industry,  and  a  general 
amendment  of  life. 
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Extract  from  “A  further  supplement  to  an  Act 
entitled  1  An  Act  to  reform  the  Penal  Laws  of 
this  Commonwealth.”  See.  VIII.,  Art.  7. 

OF  VISITORS. 

“  No  person  who  is  not  an  official  visitor  of  the 
prisons,  or  who  has  not  a  written  permission  ac¬ 
cording  to  such  rules  as  the  Inspectors  may  adopt 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  to  visit  the  same  : 
The  official  visitors  are  the  Governor,  Speaker, 
and  Members  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  and 
Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  the  Attorney-general  and  his 
Deputies,  the  President  and  Associate  Judges  of 
all  the  Courts  in  the  State,  the  Mayor  and  Re¬ 
corder  of  the  Cities  of  Philadelphia,  Lancaster, 
and  Pittsburgh,  the  Commissioners  and  Sheriffs 
of  the  several  Counties,  and  the  Acting  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Alleviation 
of  the  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons. 

“None  but  the  official  visitors  can  have  any 
communication  with  the  convicts,  nor  shall  any 
visitor  whatever  be  permitted  to  deliver  to,  or  re¬ 
ceive  from,  any  of  the  convicts  any  letter  or  mes¬ 
sage  whatever,  or  to  supply  them  with  any  article 
of  any  kind,  under  the  penalty  of  one  hundred 
dollars  fine,  to  be  recovered  as  hereinbefore  pro¬ 
vided  for  other  fines  imposed  by  this  Act. 

“  Any  visitor  who  shall  discover  any  abuse,  in¬ 
fraction  of  law,  or  oppression,  shall  immediately 
make  the  same  known  to  the  Board  of  Inspectors 
of  the  Commonwealth,  if  the  Inspectors  or  either 
of  them  are  implicated.” 


